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Text: 
Galatians 4:1 Now I say, That the heir, as long as he is a child, differeth nothing from a servant, 
though he be lord of all; 2: But is under tutors and governors until the time appointed of the 
father. 3:  Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the elements of the world: 
4: But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made 
under the law, 5: To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of 
sons. 6: And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, 
crying, Abba, Father. 7: Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an 
heir of God through Christ. 

Introduction 
In this section, Paul picks up where he left off in Galatians 3:29 where he writes, “And if ye be 
Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise.” What a wonderful truth 
that believers are heirs of God in Christ. We are now sons of God and joint heir with Jesus. Bill 
& Gloria Gaither wrote a song about this: 

I'm so glad I'm a part of the family of God, 
I've been washed in the fountain, cleansed by His blood! 

Joint heirs with Jesus as we travel this sod, 
For I'm part of the family, the family of God. 

As we saw last time, if you belong to Christ, if you are a believer in Christ, then you are 
Abraham’s seed and heir according to promise. It doesn’t really matter if you are Jew or Gentile, 
male or female, bond or free, educated or uneducated, if you have accepted the sacrifice of Christ 
for your sins, then you are a child of God, heir of God through faith in Jesus Christ. That’s what 
we are and that’s what I invite you to focus on this morning. But to truly appreciate what we 
are in Christ we must not forget what we were before salvation, and we must not forget what 
God did to make us what we are today. So, let’s look at this passage in three headings, 
namely, What We Were, What God Did, and What We Are.

I – What We Were 
Galatians 4:1 Now I say, That the heir, as long as he is a child, differeth nothing from a servant, 
though he be lord of all; 2: But is under tutors and governors until the time appointed of the 
father. 3: Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the elements of the world: 
Paul begins this section by illustrating the situation we find ourselves in, before our conversion 
to Christ. He uses an illustration and then applies the illustration to believers to remind us of 



what we once were before we were converted to Christ. He gives an illustration and then an 
application to remind us of our past condition before we become children of God and heirs of 
God in Christ.

1. The Illustration 
Galatians 4:1 Now I say, That the heir, as long as he is a child, differeth nothing from a servant, 
though he be lord of all; 2: But is under tutors and governors until the time appointed of the 
father. 
Paul here, is using an illustration of a minor heir. An heir is a person legally entitled to 
inherit property and to continue the legacy of a predecessor. In this illustration, the heir is a 
minor. He is not of age. Although he is entitled to receive his inheritance, he has no control 
over all of them yet, because he is still a child. He is still a young person. In this way, the child 
is no different from a servant. He is still under the supervision of tutors and governors, 
of personal guardians and managers of the property, until he comes of age, the time appointed 
and determined by the father. So, as long as an heir is a child or a minor, he has no control over 
his inheritance, he has no claim to it nor any right to make decisions regarding it.

2. The Application 
Galatians 4:3 Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the elements of the 
world: 
Now, here in verse 3, Paul applies this illustration of a minor heir to believers in Christ before 
conversion or justification. He says, “when we were children.” It is in the past tense. His point is 
that before we exercised saving faith in Christ, we were like heirs or children who are not of 
age. We were minors, who needed tutors and governors. Paul’s application of the illustration 
reveals that when we were under the law, we were no better off than slaves. Before 
conversion, we were not much better off than slaves until we come of age—that is, until we 
come to faith in Christ.

Before conversion, as Paul writes, we “were in bondage under the elements of the world” All of 
us lived as slaves to the elementary principles of the world until Christ came. What are the 
elementary principles of the world? They include, at least, sin and death. All human beings 
are spiritual “slaves” to sin and death before coming to Christ. The law provided guidance, 
protection, and discipline for Israel, but it could not set anyone free from bondage to sin. That 
would not happen until the time appointed of the God the Father, until the date set by God the 
Father to send Christ.

Jack Arnold further explains, “Paul uses an illustration from Roman life of that day to show that 
men under law are like an heir to an inheritance who cannot have it because he is not of age. 
According to Roman law, a child or one in his minor years (under seventeen) could be an heir to 
a great estate. The father had made up the will and the estate was certain to be his by promise, 
but the child could not have the estate in his experience because he was not of age. Although the 
child was the rightful owner of all the estate by title, yet in actuality he was no better off than a 
mere slave, for not one penny of the inheritance was in his possession. 



In his minor years the child was put under guardians and trustees who had complete control of 
the child’s person and property until he became of age to receive the inheritance. These 
guardians and trustees directed the child, ordered him about, disciplined him and for all 
practical purposes controlled him. The child was under constant restraint and had no liberty. 
This was his position and condition until the time appointed or fixed by his father. At the precise 
day (sometime after turning seventeen), he would become the rightful heir to the inheritance.” 

That’s what we were. 

II – What God Did 
Galatians 4:4 But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a 
woman, made under the law, 5: To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive 
the adoption of sons. 
Here is what God did to deliver us from our spiritual bondage to sin. Here is what God did to 
turn us from slaves of sin into sons and daughters of the living God. At the time appointed of 
the God the Father, “when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a 
woman, made under the law, to redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the 
adoption of sons.”

This fulness of time speaks of the exact time in human history that God had graciously and 
sovereignly planned for the coming of His Son Jesus Christ into this world. It was in God’s 
perfect timetable for His Son Jesus Christ to enter into this world. It was the precise moment, 
not a moment late nor a moment early. It was at the right time.

The Christian world has adopted December 25th as the birth of Christ. But in reality, none of us 
really knows the exact date of His birth. But this we know, He was born “when the fulness of 
the time was come.” The Son of God was born and came into the world at the precise time the 
Father had planned from eternity past. As someone has said, “When the time came, it was the 
time predetermined by the will of God the Father from eternity past. He came the first time in the 
fullness of time, and He will return in the fullness of time!”

Warren Wiersbe, one time pastor of Moody Church in Chicago wrote, “Historians tell us that the 
Roman world was in great expectation, waiting for a Deliverer, at the time when Jesus was born. 
The old religions were dying; the old philosophies were empty and powerless to change men’s 
lives. Strange new mystery religions were invading the empire. Religious bankruptcy and 
spiritual hunger were everywhere. God was preparing the world for the arrival of His Son.”

But what is really amazing is not when the Son of God came, what is more amazing 
is how Jesus Christ came.
Galatians 4:4b ... God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, 
This is truly amazing! Behold the infinite wisdom and the great love of God! Who could have 
ever come up with this plan of salvation? That God, in order to deliver us from the bondage and 



condemnation of sin and make us His sons and daughters and joint heirs with Jesus Christ, would 
send and give His only begotten Son to us. What grace is this that God would send His only 
begotten Son, the eternal Son, second member of the Trinity, would be born of a woman and 
made under the law. 

“Made of a woman” or “born of a woman”
It speaks of the virgin birth of the Lord Jesus Christ. The mention of Son of God being born of 
a woman, would have reminded some of his readers, including the Judaizers who would have 
been familiar with the Old Testament, Isaiah 7:14, where we read, “Therefore the Lord himself 
shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name 
Immanuel.” “Made of a woman” speaks of what John proclaimed in John 1:14, “And the Word 
was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten 
of the Father,) full of grace and truth.” This speaks of the prophesy in Genesis, that the Messiah 
would come from the seed of a woman. Genesis 3:15 And I will put enmity between thee and 
the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his 
heel. The apostle Paul points out that “God sent forth his Son, made of a woman,” to highlight 
the humanity of the Lord Jesus Christ. He had to be man in order to die on the cross, 
because God cannot die. This is why we read in Philippians 2:6-8, these words, “Who, being in 
the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: But made himself of no reputation, 
and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: 8: And being 
found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death 
of the cross.” If God is to pay the penalty for our sin, His Son Jesus Christ must become a man 
so that He can die in our place.

But then it also says, He was “made under the law.” The Lord Jesus Christ humbled Himself 
and put Himself under the law. He came accountable to the law and to fulfill the law. And He 
did! Jesus Christ was the only human being who kept the law perfectly. He lived a sinless and 
perfect life under the law. He satisfied all of its strict and righteous requirements. The very law 
that we could not keep, Jesus Christ under the law has kept. But then He died on the cross to 
pay all of the penalties for the sins of others (Gal 3:13).

That’s what God did, He “sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, to redeem 
them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons.” This brings us to our 
third heading. 

III – What We Are 
Galatians 4:6 And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, 
crying, Abba, Father. 7: Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an 
heir of God through Christ. 
Because of what God did for us in Christ Jesus, and having believed on His Son, we are no 
longer a slave to sin and condemn to die but instead now have received the adoption of 
sons. We who were once slaves, have now become sons and daughters of God. This is what 
we are now! And as if that is not enough blessing, being a son in God’s family there are 



precious and valuable provision available to us, and the apostle Paul mentions two here 
in verses 6 and 7, namely, the Holy Spirit and the Inheritance. First, let’s look at the 
inheritance that are rightly ours being adopted into God’s family.

1. The Inheritance 
Galatians 4:7 Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God 
through Christ. 
Being sons and daughters of God there is a vast inheritance that is ours now and that will be 
fully enjoyed in the world to come. Peter describes our inheritance in 1 Peter 1:4 as “an 
inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, 
who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last 
time.”

Earthly inheritance can turn to rust and decay, and can be taken away, but our inheritance 
is priceless, incorruptible, eternal, and being held for us and protected by God and therefore 
cannot be taken away from us. Furthermore, God assures that we will receive our vast heavenly 
inheritance and what is the assurance that we will receive this vast inheritance?

2. The Holy Spirit 
Galatians 4:6 And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, 
crying, Abba, Father. 
Because we are God’s sons and daughters now, He now “send forth the Spirit of his Son into 
your hearts, crying, Abba, Father.” Having made us His children, He sends forth His Spirit into 
our hearts to assure us. Not only did He send His Son to die for us, but He also sent the Spirit 
to dwell within us who are redeemed by the Lord Jesus Christ.

Ephesians 1:13 In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 
salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of 
promise.
This takes place the very moment we believe the Son whom God the Father has sent to be our 
Redeemer. Then Paul goes on to say in verse 14, “Which is the earnest of our inheritance until 
the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory.” The Holy is given as an 
earnest, meaning a pledge of our inheritance. As sons and daughters of God we are heirs of vast 
inheritance, and what we enjoy now is just a portion of it. An infinite portion of our 
inheritance awaits us in Heaven, but until we get to Heaven, our Father is now giving a pledge 
of our inheritance.
1 Corinthians 2:9 But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into 
the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. 10: But God hath 
revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of 
God. 

I like what someone has said, “In the incredible journey of grace, we start as prisoners, and we 
end as children of the King.” To which I say, a loud “AMEN!”



Closing Thoughts 
As I have said many times before, I will say it again, God does not call everyone His children. 
Every person is an offspring of God by way of creation, but not every person is a son or daughter 
of God. God’s children are those who are related to Jesus Christ, the only begotten son of the 
Father. Only those who believe on the Lord Jesus Christ are children of God. But while not 
everyone is a child of God, I want to assure you that you may become a son or daughter of 
God today. Jesus extends the invitation to everyone to become a child of God. But if you are 
going to become a child of God you must acknowledge that sin has separated you from 
God and then turn to Christ, believing that He died as a substitute for your sin. I pray that you 
would know what it is like to be a child of God, to have a personal relationship with Jesus 
Christ, and to experience the forgiveness and love of the Father. May God help you to realize that 
Christ has died for sinners that they might be saved, and you may have the experience of that 
new birth and the confidence that you belong to Him, and you are part of God’s family.

Now, let me speak to those who have already been born again, who have been born into the 
family of God, it helps to remember what we were—slaves, what we are—sons and daughters 
of God, and what God did to make us what we are today—sent forth His Son, to redeem us, that 
we might receive the adoption of sons, then sent forth the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, 
crying, Abba, Father. The next time you are tempted to speak or act in unChristlike 
way, remember who you are and whose you are. Remind yourself that you are no longer a 
slave of sin, but a free son or daughter of God, you are no longer an orphan but an heir, a 
joint heir with Christ.

From the door of an orphanage to the house of the King, 
No longer an outcast, a new song I sing; 

From rags unto riches, from the weak to the strong, 
I'm not worthy to be here, but praise God I belong! 

I'm so glad I'm a part of the family of God, 
I've been washed in the fountain, cleansed by His blood! 

Joint heirs with Jesus as we travel this sod, 
For I'm part of the family, the family of God. 

Remember that you are now a child of the King and so speak and act like it. 

AMEN!


